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" ... a path from where we are to where we should be." ·-Peter Maurin 
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"Let The Little Children 

Come T0 M e •.." 

-Mark 10:14 















Rampant substance abuse, not only in 
Black commun~ties, but in American society, 
is developing into an uncontrollable ille­
gal growth industry, and it must be ad­
dressed. There are burgeoning problems 
which also contribute towards the disman­
tling of the familial foundation because 
the age of experimentation with drugs and 
alcohol has plummeted into the elementary 
school levels. The reluctant acceptance of 
the need to discern the impact of chemical 
warfare on those who fought and were vic­
timized by the Har in Vietnam must be 
resolved. Generations of Black men who 
fought in Vietnam, particularly, have ex­
perienced continually a myriad of problems 
ranging from substance abuse to malaise. 

Black men who fought in Vietnam-

have experienced a myriad 

of problems ... 

It is incumbent upon Black people through 
their community institutions to ra-claim the 
legacy of strength inherited from the ances­
try of slavery. It is incumbent upon Black 
communities to recognize that the current 
malaise is but a mirror of the large socie­
tal dysfunctioning and that Black institu­
tions must define their developments, their 
adaptions and their responses in the context 
of the Afro-centric perspective rather than 
a Zuro-centric perspective as long as racism 
and oppression remain the dominating 
societal forces. 

America is reluctant to fully understand 
and celebrate the richness of its cultural 
plurality. The fear of loss of power and 
spheres of influence typify America's 
response to the demands for educational, 
economic and occupational equity. ~ith the 
demographic trends suggesting that the 
urban centers will be relying more heavily 
upon racial minorities for workers as well 
as for positions of leadership, the mandate 
for B'lack families and Black communities to 
examine and adjust their political aware­
nesS and activism to assure equity and 
parity locally and an understanding of 
interrelated global issues is at hand. 
Black families must re-claim the grip on 
its family'life and living patterns and 
practices. It must become the determinant 
force that shapes the values, that defines 

the norms and dictates the diverse atti­
tudes ;and behaviors tolhich typify the com­
munity. Societal pressures and environmen­
tal conditions will consistently demand 
adaptations and adjustments within each 
strata. However, Black families must con­
tinue to recognize and re-assert that the 
future growth and capabilities of its com­
munities are interdependent upon what they 
accomplish today along '''ith or in spite of 
the larger society. 

The family is the basic unit of all nations. 
the family structure has endured since 
recorded history. 
the fami.ly structure will continue to survive 
the sickness of the day ... 
and if the nation is to live and prosper the 
family will live and endure because the 
nation is families united. 

/134 
Haki Hadhubuti 
Book of Life 
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INTERVIEWING OUR GUESTS:
 

A CHILD•. ~_ 
Interviewed by Ellen Rehg 

RT: lim>l old are you, Dione? 
D: Eleven.
 
RT: Eleven years old?
 
])= }fmm hmm.
 
RT: Hhat school do you go to?
 
D: Jackson.
 
RT: Are you in fifth grade there?
 
D: Third. I'm in Crystal's room.
 
RT: Do you think it's easier to be a child
 
or to be an adult?
 
D: A child, because you can learn more.
 
Like Hhen you go to school you can learn
 
more than being an adult. .
 
RT: hThat kinds of things do you learn?
 
D: Hath, English, and spelling.
 
RT: lVhat is the difference between being a
 
child and being an adult?
 
D: Like, you get to stay here when your
 
mama go out and stuff.
 
RT: \~hat is something that an adult can do
 
that you wish you could do?
 
D: Go a lot of places, like go to the show
 
and stuff. Go cash a check and do all that.
 
RT: 1'lhat is one thing you '>lould do if you
 
could that you can! t do now?
 
D: Go stay with my Grandmas for the week-end. 
It's foo playing ~Ii th my cousins and my bro­
ther .... 1 went over to my other cousin 
house and I was fighting over there. See, 
when I was coming down the steps and my 
other little cousin was standing by the 
steps and I didn't know he was down there 
and I had knocked him down the steps, then 
he kicked me and I pulled him down the steps. 
And then ~lhen we got upstairs my other 
cousin jumped in and both of them tried to 
fight me. So that's why. 
RT: Is it hard for you living at Karen 
House with your family? 
D: Uh-uh. Uh-uh, it ain't hard. You get to 
go outside and play and when you go to 
school you get to do your homework and you 
have fun at school. do your work and stuff. 
R'I: Hhat do you think adults should knm.;r 
about children that you don't think they 
do knO\o1? 
D: They shouldn't leave their kids in the 
house by theyself because the house could 
catch on fire or a man could break in and 
try to rape they kids and they wouldn't even 
know, they be gone. They shouldn't do that, 
they should leave somebody with us or take 
us to L~e babysitter house. 
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RT: Do you know anybody that happened to? 
~ids that were left alone and got hurt 
like that? 
D: Hy cousin got raped by this man ... he 
took a rake and bust the window out and 
she was in her brother's house. Her bro­
ther Has asleep, she was the only one awake 
and the man had got in theye and tried to 
rapp.. her and he did and th~ she called her 
mama and they told her and they moved over 
to GlasgoH with they Grand-daddy. And my 
mama left us in the house one time by our­
self. That time ~,7e called my cousin's 
house and said I be scared and then, see, 
we got this broken back door, but we be 
thinking that the dog could get the roan and 
they be falling off the porch ... the dog 
could make· the man fall .... Every time at 
night-time when I ain't got nobody to talk 
to I wake up my sister and to tell her I 
be scared to stay by myself. I be crying 
in the middle of the night, then I be 
falling asleep. 

I don't like to stay by myself. That's 
why I tell my mama, "Take me with you." 
And she say, "No." Then I say, "Take me 
over to my cousin's house, then." And she 
takes me over there. If we got a ride. 

And that' s ~~hy people be getting raped 
and stuff, they leave their kids in the 
house. They say it on the news. And do 
you knmo1 what, the furnace right catch on 
fire. I be scared to stay in that house we 
staying in. I be scared. The lights went 
out one time and we had to sleep in the 
dark. 
RT: That was the last house you stayed in? 

D: Umm-hmm. 
RT: HOI>l come you had to leave that house? 
D: They was fixing to redem (sic) the house?
 
RT: Condemn it?
 
D: Umm-hmm. That's why my mama said she
 
wanted to more out.
 
RT: Do you know ~.;Jhy the house was condemned?
 
D: 'Cause they wouldn't come out and fix the
 
furnace, the bath tub vas stopped up and \"e
 
used the face bowl. We used to take a bath
 
in cold water.
 
RT: $0 you didn't have any hot vater?
 
D: No, ~.;Je didn't have no hot \.,,-a ter. I used
 
to be scared to take a bath. I don't like
 
cold water. And the back window by our bed­

room - it used to be cold back there.
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RT: The window was broken? 
D: Umm-hmm •.They come out and fixed the
 
window, but they didn't fix the furnace.
 
RT: Did you have heat?
 
D: Umm-hmm. iole had heat. But we didn't
 
have no hot water.
 
RT: Have you lived in a lot of different
 
houses?
 
D: We stayed on Allenbank, Briar Grove, 
Ualton. That's cause my grandma's house 
caught on fire ... My cousin's got out ... 
My other cousin had jumped out the '''i.ndow 
... and this man next door named Butch 
kicked the door in and he got all of tbem 
out. The only person on the ne~olS was my 
cousin named Tiny. Because the newspeople 
had come and she was on the news. 
RT: If you had one wish what would you 
wish for? 
D: I wish I was staying with N~ichael Jack­

son. .. When we were staying on PaIm and we
 
used to stay by ourself and these white
 
ladies used to come out there and this
 
white lady came up there and opened the
 
door and He got in trouble cause... They
 
took us to a -foster home and we stayed in
 
there for a long time. He got out. My mama
 
had to go to court.
 
RT: Did you all stay together?
 
D: Just me and my sister got to stay to­

gether. My brother had to stay with this
 
other lady ... I don't like babysitters ...
 
We stayed with my auntie on Cabanne and
 
my mama had left me in the house with this
 
boy named Keri - he 17 years old. And guess
 
what he be doing ~~th a whole bunch of kids?
 
He be hittin' 'em with belts top of their
 
head real hard and then my mama come back
 
and we tell my mama he be hit tin' us. One
 
time he popped me upside my head and he
 
tried to burn me with a skillet. He put
 
the skillet on the stove [and] tried to
 
burn me with it. I got a burn on my leg.
 
I had to go to the doctor. He hit me over
 
tbe head wi th a belt. real hard.
 
RT: Why did he do that?
 
D: Because... umm ...he called my mama a
 
B-I-T-C-H. And that's why none of us like
 
him.
 
RT: Hhat do you think you'd like to be
 
when you grow up?
 
D: A teacher. It's fun to be a teacher.
 
You could learn more. You could graduate,
 
get out of night school. And then you
 
could get you a- job, and you could do
 
anything you'd want to do. You could ...
 
teach class, be like a grown-up. I don't
 
wanna be no police.
 
RT: ifuy not?
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D: Police get killed too much. They was 
supposed to catch this man that chop that 
girl's head off and they caught the man, 
but they ain't found the head. That was 
over by my cousin house. The girl, she 
used to stay right over there by my cousin 
house. The man had raped her. 
RT: Your cousin knew that girl? 
D: Umm-hmm. There's a girl missing over 
there? I don't know her name and they killed 
this boy and raped t.his boy. They killed 
this other boy_ -They. killed a six year old 
girl, a eight year old boy, they killed a 
~olhole bunch of people ... 

At first, when I was going to Cote 
Brilliant school, all this stuff wasn't 
happening. But I understand now. I under­
stand a lot because people used to get 
raped at Cote Brilliant school. That's 
why I don't go to that school. 

I don't understand because at first 
when I be moving on that street, there 
wasn't nothing happenin'. But at night 
time people always get raped and stuff. 
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