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“

...a path from where we are to where we should be.” --Peter Maurin

“Let The Little Children

?

Come To Me...

-Mark 10:14





















Rampant substance abuse, mot only in
Black communities, but in American soclety,
ig developlng into am unconmtrollable 1lle-
' gal growth industry, and it must ba ad-
dressed. There are burgeoning problewms
which also contribute towards the disman-
cling of the familial foundatioo because
the age of experimentation with drugs and
alcohol has plummeted into the elementary
school levels. The reluctant acceptance of
the need to discern the impact of chemical
warfare on those who fought and were vic-
cimized by the War ip Vietpsm must be
te¢solved. Geperations of Blaek wen who
fought in Vietnam, particularly, hsve ex-
parimeed continually a myriad of probless
rapging Irom substance ashuse to malaise.

Black men who fought in Vietnam
have experienced a myriad

of problems...

It 13 Incumbeat ypon Rlack people chrough
thelr community institutions to ra-claim the
legacy of strength inherited from the ances-
try of slavery. It is incumbent upon Black
commmiries e recognize that the current
malaise isg but a mirror af the large socie-
tal dysfunctiouing and that Black institu-
tions muet define their developments, their
adeptions and thelr responses in the context
of the Afro-centric perspective rather than
a Zurp-centric perspective as long as racism
and oppression remain the dominating
socletal forces.

America 18 reluctant to fully understand
and calebrate the richness of its cultural
plurality. The fear of loss of power amd
spheres of Influence typify America's
raspense to the demands for educatiomal,
economic and occupational equity. With the
demographic crends suggesting that the
urban centers wil]l be relying more heavily
upon racial mincricies for workers as well
as for positions of leadership, Lhe mandate
for Black families and Black communitlies te
examine and adjust their politieal aware-
ness and activism to assure equity and
paricvy locally and an understanding of
incerrelated global issues is at hand.

Black families must re-claim the grip on
its family life and living parremsa and
practices. It wust beceme the determinant
force chat shapes the values, that defioes

the noms and dictates the dlverse atei-
tudes ‘and behaviors which typify the com-
munity. Soclietal pressures and enviroamen-
tal conditions will consistently desand
adaptations and adjustments within each
strata. However, Black families must con-
tinue to recogunirze and re-assert thae the
future growth and capabilicles of irs com-
mmities are interdependent upon what they
accomplish today along with or ia spite of
the larger soci¢ly.

The family is the basic upit of all nations.
the family structure has endured since
recorded history.
the family structere will continue to survive
the sickness of the day...
and if the naticn is to live and prosper the
family will live and endure because the
nation is families united.
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INTERVIEWING OUR GUESTS:
A CHILD...

Interviewaed by Ellen Rehg

RT:; Hlow old are you, Dione?

B: Zleven,

RT: Zleven years ald?

D: Ymm haes.

KT: What school do you go to?

b: Jackson.

KT: Are you in Fifth grade there?

B: Third. I's in Crystal's room.

RT: Do you think it's easier to be a child
or to be an adulr?

D: A child, because you can learn more.
Like wheno you go to school you can learm
more thar being an adult. .

RT: What kinds of things do you learm?

D: Math, English, and spelling.

RT: What is the difference between being a
child aud Leing an adule?

D: Like, you get to stay here when your
mama go ouk and stuff.

RT: What is something that an adult can do
that you wish you could do?

D: Ge a lot of places, like go to the show
and stuff. Go cash a check and do all thac.
BT: Yhoat 18 one thing you would do if you
could that you can't do now?

D: Go $tay with my Grandmas for the wesk-end.

1t's fun playing with my couslpns and my bro-
ther. ...1 went over to my other cousin
house and T was fighting over there. Sea,
when 1 was coming down the steps and my
other little cougin was stonding by the
steps and | didn't lmow he was down there
and 1 had knocked him dowo the staps, then

he kicked me and I pulled him dowm the steps.

And theo whién wa got upstairs my othes
cousin juaped in and both of thes tried to
fight ma. So that's why.

RI: Is it hard for you living at Karen
House with vour Fmmily?

D: Uh-uh. Uir-uh, it ain't hard. You get to
go cutside and play and vhen you go to
school you get to do your homework and you
have fun at school, do your work and stuff.
RT: Vhat do you think adulets should ¥now
about children that you don't think they

do knowi

D: They shouldn't leave their kids in the
house by theyself because the house could
cegtch on fire or a man could break in and
ery to rape they kids and they wouldn't cven
know, they be pone. They shouldn't do thatl,
they should leave somebhody with us or take
us to the babysitter house.
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RT: Do you know anybedy that happened tof?
#£ids that were left alone and got hurt

like thact?

b: My cousin got raped by this man.. he
took a rake mnd bust the window our and

she was in her brother's house, Her bro-
ther was asleep, she was Lthe only one awake
and che man had got in theve and ctried to
rape her and he did and than she ralled her
mama and they told her snd they moved over
to Glasgow with they Grand-daddy. Md my
mama 1e¢fE us o the house ocne tLime by our-
self. That time we called my cousin's

house and saild | be scared and then, see,
we got this brokean back door, but we be
thioking that the dog could get Cthe man and
they be falling off the porch...the dog
could make the man fall.... Everytime at
night-time when I ain't got acbody to talk
to I wake up wy sister and to tell her I

be scared To stay by myself. [ be crying

in the middle of the night, thea I be
Falling asleap.

[ don't like vo stay by myself. That's
vhy I tell my mama, "Take me with you."

And she say, "No." Then I say, "Take we
over to my cousin's house, than.” And she
takes me over there. I we got a ride,

And that's why people be getting raped
and stuff, they leave their kids in the
house. They say it on the news. And do
you know what, the furnace might cateh on
fire. 1 be scared to stay io that house we
staying in. I be scared. The lights weat
out one time and we had to sleep in Lhe
dari.

RT: That was the last house you stayed in?
D Umi-hom .

RT: How come you had to leave that housae?

D They was {ixing to redem (3lc) the house?
RT: Coademn 1t?

C: Umm-hem, That's why my mema said she
wanted to more out.

AT: Do you know why the hovse was condemned?
D: "Cawse they wouldn't come out and fix the
furnace, the bath tub was stopped up a2nd we
used Che Face bowl. We wsed to take a bath
in cold water,

RT: 50 you didn't have any hot water?

D: o, we didn't have no hot water. | used
Lo be scared to take a bath. ! don't like
cold ~ater. And rthe back window by our bed-
room = Lt wsed to be cold back there.



AT: The window was broken?

D: Ump~hmm. They come out and fixed the
window, but they dida’t fix the furnace.
BT: Did you have heat?

{; Umm-hom. We had heat. Buf we didn'e
have ne hot water.

RT: Have you lived in a lot of differeat
houses?

D: We stayed oo Alleabank, Briar Ccove,
Walton. That's cause my grandma's house
caught on fire... My cousin’s got out...
Hy other cousin had jumped out the window
-.-and this man next door oamed Butch
kicked the door In and he got all of them
out. The only person on the news vas my
cougin named Tioy. Hecause the newvspeople
had come and she was on the news.

RT: 1f you had one wish what would you
wish for?

D: I wish 1 was staying with Michael Jack-
$00... When we were staying on Falm snd we
used to sitay by ourself and these white
ladies used Eo come oul there and this
white lady came up there and opened the
door snd we got in trouble cause... They
ook us to a foster heme and we stayed in
there for a lepg time. We got out. My mama
had to go to court.

RT: Did you all sray together?

It Just me aod my sister got to stay Lo-
gether. My brother had to stay with this
other lady... I don't Jike babysitters...
We &Cayed with my auntie oo Cabasne and

wy mama had left me in tbe bhouse with this

boy named Xerf - he 17 years old. And guess
what he be doing with a whole bunch of kids?

Ae be hittin' 'em with belts top of their
head real bard and then my mama come back
and we rell my mama he be hitein' us. One
time he popped me vpside my head and he
tried to buro me with a skillet. He put
the skillet on the stove [and] tried to
burn me with it. I got a bum on my leg.
I had to go to the doctor. Ae hit me over
the head with a belt real hacd.

al: YWhy did he de chat?

D: Because...usm.. .he called wmy mama a
B-1-T-C-A. And that's why none of us like
Tim.

AT: What do you thiok you'd like to be
when you grow up?

D: A teacher. It's fun to be a teacher.
You could leam more. You could graduate,
get out of night school. And then you
could get you a job, and you could do
anything you'd want to do. You could...
teach class, ba like a growm-up. I don't
wanna be no polica.

RT: Why nor?

D: Polige get killed too wuch. They was
supposed to ¢ateh this man that chop that
gitl's head off and they caught the man,
but they ain't found the head. That was
over by my cousln house. The girl, she
used to stay right over there by my cousin
house. The man had raped her.

RT: Your cousin knaw that gircl?

O: Umm-hmm. There's a girvl missing over
there? 1 don't lknow her name and they killed
this boy and raped this boy. They killed
this other boy. .They %illed a six year old
girl, a aight year old boy, they killed a
whole bunch of people. ..

At flrst, when I was going te Cote
Brillisnt school, all this stuff waso't
happening. But I understand now. 1 under-
stand a lot because people used to get
raped at Cote Brilldant school. That's
vhy 1 don't go to that school.

I don't understand because at Firat
when I be moving on that street, Chere
wasn't mothing happenin’. Bur ac night
time people always get raped and stulf.

Sufe i Van
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