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Jay is a Jesuit scholastic and treasurer of the St. Louis

Coalition Against the Draft (S.C.A.D.).

prays with us.

By the time you read this,
young men all over the country,
age 19 and 29, will be faced,
with registering for the draft.
In many ways these quite unbe-
lieveable events have happened
so fast--and yet it is also
auite understandable. It is
critical that we view draft
registration in its overall
context. That is, as one
moment fn an overall process
‘whose goal or telos is war.

It is war which we oppose,
and it is only in this context
that our opposition to draft
registration is intelligible.

President Carter proposed
draft registration to counter
the perceived threat raised
by the Russian invasion of
Afghanistan. He called the
Middle East an area of "vital
interest" to the United States,
which must be protected, even
militarily. The United States
is more ready to accept draft
registration because of the

He often works and

jts citizens as the Iranians con-
tinue to hold some of our number
hostage.

There are, of course, many ways
of attacking the draft as a re-
sponse to the above situations. I
‘do not wish to attack. [ would
like to view the situation from a
Gospel standpoint and issue an
invitation for peonle to consider
what is the Christian response.

Ak present, the theeat

s against ouc
Gfestyle, noet cur
\wves.

A1l claim to be in favor of
peace. Some say, "Only increased
military preparedness can fquaran-
tee neace." Certainly better
weanons and large armies have de-
laved war, but they have never
stoooed it; as a matter of fact,
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Cthers noint to our right to a
leaitimate defense. This nositicn
is not without its ambiquities.
Even if we arant that a Christian
has a rioht to defend him or her- ,
self, {(which I do not believe to
be the case), against what threat
is the United States defending it-
self? Yith all our present power,
could we stcen the Iranians from
taking our.embassy? Could we pre-
vent Russia from takina over
Afchanistan? At present, the
threat is against our lifestyle,
not our lives. It is for our af-

M? \'\opo s that we
do have valves $or
which we will die.

m hope 13 Hhatk
ere s twthi
which we Wik &N

fluence that we are willing to
register our young to die, e
will rob them of their freedom,
indoctrinate them to hate and or-
der them to ki1l in order to in-
sure our present standard of liv-
ina,

There are ouestions that. are
raised by the anti-draft position.
Jo we defend, or at least tolerate,
the aggression of the Soviet Union,
while condemning our own? Do we
sit here comfortably while the hos-
tanes endure vet another dav as
nrisoners? Do we hold nothing
dear in terms of values, freedoms

In short, is there nothing we
will die for?

Iy hone is that the anti-
draft position requires more
courage than it takes to shoot
a rifle or push a button. iy
hope is that we do have values
for which we will clie:r My hope
is that there is nothing for
which we will kilT. HNothing fnr
which we return evil for evil.
Rather, my hope is that we wil”
Tove our ‘enemies. . .that the
day is here when some, maybe nnl:
a few, will--with the grace o*
God--take the Gospel seriously.
take our Lord seriously, and
lay dowm our lives for our
friends.

We cannot tolerate evil.
He cannot condemn the injustice
of just the United States or only-
the Soviet Union. We cannot
take for granted our freedoms or
our responsibilities. But nei-
ther can we distort the Gospel.
‘e cannot compromise it for feod
or drink, much less for oil.

1 believe that supporting
draft registration is such a -
distortion. 1T say this with not
a little treonidation, knowing °
that many fine men and women who
profess Christ, and 1ive that
nrofession far better than I do.
support it. But, I cannot re-
main silent, 1 invite them to
think again. 4
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-CHRIS BUTLER

Chris worked as a draft counselor Juring the “iat “an war
and is a member of the St. Louis Catholic ‘lorker communitv.

The recent reinstatement of draft
renistration by the U.5, sovernment
causes a smat2 of nostalnia for ne, NQ\N ourt 90\12\’0'
recalling to mind mv vears 2s a draft
and militarv law counselor. In romi- . .
niscing, the nood old days, (wnich in  wnenNt S *C“‘“s
reality were neither better nor wnrse
than the nresent), aain a oatina of
charm merely tecause of the nassaqe Vs {D Secure
of years. It is one of the saving
graces of our memorv that cood endures ¢ #cqeaom
these more clearly than avil.

My recollections of the draft and \> \ ) ‘lt
its bitter effects on this socisty Y 05“'5 \X.
have fqained no such charm, however,
Hy memorv of it is raw, bitter and
agonizing. I rememher dealinn with
the families who were horribly divided
because a draft-age son or brother
filed for conscientious objector
status. 2&nd younq men, making lonelv
decisiaons to flee to Canada to es-
cape forced militarv "service," *nd e > e
AYOL soldiers, confused, without ra- S1averv and slaughter. *'o felt co-
sources, unabie to live within the arced into fiqhtina a war w2 could

military, with no wav to aet out of not win for a cause in whick ve had
i fol. : - no faith. Tha exneriznce helns me
Eargﬁ ng gCathoIic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenhousecw.org 1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106
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Sut my most vivid recollection is
the rage I felt, in mvself and in ny
draft-anz hrothers, rance anainst a
saciety structured so that we folt
novierless to nrevent this =nforcad




She asked «hat rmv intentions were,
mv qoals and riv needs. | remenr-
ter how ashamed | was, how I wan-
ted to sav the right words to im-
aress her. But she knew. !
greatest need was to belona, to
reqain mv foothold into nvself.

[ suopose seeina this need so
often, these smiling people be-
come familiar with its expressions.

How easy it is for us to lie

to ourselves, !le say,"I need this,"

or "l need to do that," when in
truth, the “I" in us is crying,
begging for reassurance. Yes,
she knew my needs and I met her
qualifications. This was to be
my “home” until [ was fully ca-
pable of functionina again.

So my reflections are not only
aratitude, but if anythina I can
say or write will continue that
warm smile, or motivate a fellow
being to put forth the effort ,
just one more dav, despite the
nerpetual frustrating crises, then
let it be said. This former
Xaren-ite said, "Thank you smil-
ing sisters. Thank you amicable
Yorkers, that someons saw ny need
and smiled that ‘openness of ac-
‘ceptance’ so desperataly needed
in .todav's-world."

Nsthan Zobrow, 0SB

But she
knew. My
greatest need

wWas ‘\:O ‘)QL‘N&.
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‘'e would like to share with you
the followino letter that the ilaren
House community is sending to vari-
ous agencies that make referrals of
people in need of emergency shelter.
Because we don't have a limit on the
length of time our gquests may stay,
we do not have a very hioh "turn
over" rate and feel that it does
more harm than good to have our
house listed as an "emergency shel-
ter” in the same category as shel-
ters that have, for instance, 2
one night or three night time lim-
it.

Dear Friends.

We of the Karen Catholic “orker
House are writing this Tetter to
share with you some developments
in our work of providing hospital-
ity. ‘hen Karen House opened in
1977, we nrovided short term emer-
gency shelter for women and child-
ren.

Although we still orovide
short term emergency shelter for
some women and children, a goodly
proportion of our guests are peo-
ple who came to us in an emergency
who have stayed at Karen House be-
cause they have nowhere else to
live. As time has passed, these
more long term guests have consti-

tion of our comunity, and aven
our short farm nu=sts seer to stav @
for a rmonth ar two. This devnl-
epment §s not unwelcome by us:

it results from the Catholic 'lork-
er onilosophy of nersonalism,
which stresses a commitment to

the nersonhood of each of our
quests as onroos2d to the more
functional or nuantitative as-
pects of oroviding hosnitalitv.

It is simplv not within tre 'lork-
er philosonhv to require our
quests to adhere to set time Tin-
its.

Bs a result of this develgn-
ment, however, we have concluded
that it is unkind to those who
are seekino emergency housina to
have Karen House listed as one of
the "emercency shelters” to vhich
people are routinelv referred:
in the vast majority of cases, we
dash their exrectations because
there is sinnlvy no room in our
inn, ‘''hen room ooens up for new
guests, we will contact the neonle
ang anencies who send our gquests
to us and fill the vacancy quite
auickly in that manner.

lle belieye that this chanse in
"orocess" more accurately reflects
the dearth of housing, emeraency
or othanvise, for the noor of our
¢city and that it will remove one
useless nhone call by neople who
don't have 204 to waste.

Let us close with a hone that
more people will come forth to
shelter the homeless of our city.

In peace,
¥aren Catholic “orker !ouse
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The following article is composed entirely of e§cerPts from
a pamohlet issued by the Central Comnittee for Conscientious Ob-
jectors entitled "You and the Draft." The pamphlet was issued in
February of this year,,shortly after the President's State of the
Union “essage. C.C.C.0. fs located at 2208 South Street, Phila-

delphia, PA 19146 (215/545/4626).

Whether to resist the draft
or not is a decision only you
can make. You mav decide that
prison is not the worst thing
thet could happen to you, or
you nay decide that you should
complv with the law and follow
the legal alternatives. In
either case, counseling on vour
options is essential.

PAOTECT YOURSELF, FNLLOY THESE
SUSCESTIONS.

~--Keep informed. CCCO's News
ilotes {free) covers the draft
and other issues of interest
and importance to draft-age
people. ‘rite for it,

-~-Lecide what to do. You mAav
decide that vou should go if
drafted, or that you're a-
gainst war and won't go. ODut
you should decide now, not
when the draft is breathing
dovn vour neck.
-=5uild a record.

Se]gctive _

Service won't process any
clain for deferment or ex-
enption right now. But you
can ¢et your views and vour
claias on record. If you ob-
ject to war, write for CCCO's
“Conscientious Objector Card”
and register with the CCCO,
fet letters to support a
hardship, medical or CO claim.
--Consider counseling other
young neople on their options.
If you want to do this work
(call Mary, Virginia or Mary
finn at Karen House: 621-4052).
--And most of all, ask aues-
tions: ask questions of your
Concress member, about whether
a draft is needed. And ask
questions of vourself, about
where you stand,. b
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1849 Cass - 621-3085

Karen Cothalic Warker House
Si. Louss, Misrouri 63105

1340 Hogan - 621-4052
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